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According to several indices, Europe is home to many of the “greenest” cities in the world.1  But just because a 
city is green, that does not mean all people there, nor all parts of the city, benefit from efforts to foster 
sustainable development.  There may be an uneven geography as to which people and places gain from these 
cities going green.  It may even be the case that greening Europe’s cities reproduces social inequities along lines 
of ethnicity, gender, race, and socioeconomic status.  Furthermore, who decides what counts as “green” may be 
limited to an elite group or to a limited perspective.  These concerns are especially pressing as many European 
cities serve as models for other places, especially through policy transfers oriented to build resilience in light of 
global climate change.  Therefore, it is imperative to ask: is environmentally sustainable urban development 
also socially just in these greenest of urban places?  This course will examine Europe’s greening urban 
geography through the lens of environmental justice.  This course is open to anyone, but is especially relevant to 
students interested in environmental justice, environmental policy, ethics, Europe, geography, sustainability, 
and urban planning & policy.   

While much attention has been given to Europe’s “green” cities and the region’s examples of sustainable 
development, less attention has been given to the ways in which the uneven distributions of environmental 
degradation have social and spatial ramifications within and beyond the region.  Despite the robust global 
growth of the environmental justice movement and its associated impacts through increasing civic actions, 
changing discourses, and shifting policies, understanding the greening of Europe through the lens of 
environmental justice is a nascent endeavor for academics, activists, policymakers, and citizens alike.  This 
course will provide an overview of environmental justice in urban Europe to consider the key concepts, topics, 
debates, and trends shaping people and places there. 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 

                                                           
1 For example, see CDP Global, the Siemens' Green City Index, and the news article “Where is the world's greenest city?” from The 
Guardian.  Europe’s “green” cities have also been celebrated in numerous travel blogs. 

https://modelur.eu/achieving-the-appropriate-urban-density-learning-from-europe/
http://www.integrated-assessment.eu/eu/index.html
https://www.cdp.net/en/cities
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/apr/02/where-is-the-worlds-greenest-city-ecofriendly
https://www.worldtravelguide.net/features/feature/the-20-greenest-destinations-on-earth/
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/denmark/articles/the-10-greenest-cities-in-the-world/
https://www.christiesrealestate.com/blog/seven-of-the-worlds-greenest-cities/
https://www.qantas.com/travelinsider/en/explore/sustainable-cities-eco-friendly-singapore-london-new-york.html
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